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ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-02 INR-07 L-03 

NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 CPR-01 

EURE-00 /060 W 

070391 

PR 3021 14Z OCT 75 
FM AMEMBASSY PARIS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 4733 
INFO AMEMBASSY MADRID PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE 
AMEMBASSY LISBON 
AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN 
AMEMBASSY LUXEMBOURG 
AMEMBASSY DUBLIN 
AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
USMISSION EC BRUSSELS 
USMISSION NATO 

CONFIDENTIAL PARIS 28323 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, FR, SP, UK, BE 

SUBJECT: SPANISH SUCCESSION PROTOCOL 

REF: (A) PARIS 28059; (B) BRUSSELS 9694; (C) BONN 17587 

1. QUAI SPANISH DESK OFFICER DELARBRE SUBSTANTIALLY 
CONFIRMED OCTOBER 30 THAT EC-NINE ARE CONSULTING ON 
REPRESENTATION PLANS FOR SPANISH FUNERAL AND SUCCESSION 
CEREMONIES. 

2. DELARBRE STRESSED THAT PROBLEM CONTINUES TO BE 
COMPLICATED BY INTENSIVE MANEUVERING OVER FRANCO'S 
SUCCESSION IN PRADO ANTE-CHAMBERS. MOST LIKELY 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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SCENARIO IS THAT JUAN CARLOS WILL SUCCEED AS KING OF 
SPAIN AFTER FRANCO'S DEATH AND THAT ACCESSION 
CEREMONIES WILL TAKE PLACE ON THE DAY BEFORE FRANCO'S 
FUNERAL AS SUGGESTED REFTELS (A) AND (C). HOWEVER. 
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DELARBRE STRESSES THERE ARE ALSO OTHER POSSIBILITIES, 

I.E., THAT FRANCO COULD LINGER ON AND JUAN CARLOS 
MIGHT AGAIN HAVE TO ASSUME POWER ON SOME SORT OF 
INTERIM BASIS. IN EITHER CASE PRECISE NATURE OF 
CEREMONY IS NOT YET DEFINED, I.E., WHETHER IT WILL BE 
PUBLIC OR PRIVATE EVENT OR EVEN WHETHER GOS WILL IN 
FACT INVITE SENIOR FOREIGN REPS. 

3. ON MOST LIKELY ASSUMPTION SUCCESSION CEREMONY 
WILL PRECEDE FUNERAL, DELARBRE THOUGHT GOF WOULD AT 
VERY LEAST SEND MINISTERIAL LEVEL REPRESENTATIVE. 

AS CLOSE AND IMPORTANT NEIGHBOR OF SPAIN FRANCE COULD 
NOT DO LESS ON THIS OCCASION THAN IT HAD AT CARRERO 
BLANCO FUNERAL TO WHICH IT SENT PONIATOWSKI, THEN 
MINISTER OF HEALTH. OBVIOUS POSSIBILITY WAS TO 
SEND SAUVAGN ARGUES. HOWEVER, DELARBRE DID NOT EXCLUDE 
EVEN HIGHER LEVEL OF REPRESENTATION, ALTHOUGH HE 
DOUBTED WHETHER GISCARD HIMSELF WOULD ATTEND. THIS 
WOULD SUGGEST CHIRAC. DELARBRE DID STRESS, HOWEVER, 
THAT FRENCH WOULD TRY TO MAKE SMALL BUT OPTICALLY 
NOTICEABLE DISTINCTION BETWEEN THEIR REPRESENTATION 
AT SUCCESSION CEREMONY AND AT FUNERAL. 

4. AS FOR THE OTHERS AMONG EC-NINE, DELARBRE SAID 
THAT UK AND BELGIUM HAD DECIDED NOT TO SEND ANY 
REPRESENTATIVES OF THEIR RESPECTIVE ROYAL 
FAMILIES. OTHER DECISIONS STILL DEPENDED ON EVOLUTION 
OF EVENTS IN SPAIN. 

5. REQUESTED ACTION: DELARBRE VOLUNTEERED TO INFORM 
US WHEN SPECIFIC FRENCH DECISION ON REPRESENTATION 
HAS BEEN MADE. IN RETURN HE ASKED FOR SIMILAR INFO 

RE PROBABLE US REPRESENTATIVE AS FAR AHEAD OF TIME 
AS POSSIBLE. DEPARTMENT'S ASSISTANCE IN PROVIDING 
INFO ON TENTATIVE AND FINAL US PROTOCOL PLANS THESE 
EVENTS WOULD THEREFORE BE HELPFUL HERE. 

RUSH 
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